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What is Capital IQ?
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Capital IQ is a research division of Standard and Poor’s (S&P), a leading index 

provider (S&P 500) and data source of independent credit ratings. 

The Capital IQ software and data feeds collect and analyze more than 135 

billion data points in order to provide up-to-date information regarding 

company profiles, executive summaries, financial information, analyst reports, 

overall market analyses, etc.

Advisory firms, banks, corporations, investment managers and private equity 

funds all utilize Capital IQ as a resource for research and informing their 

investment decisions and strategies. 

Sources: Chen, J. (2019). Capital IQ Definition. Retrieved from https://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/capital-iq.asp; Hayes, A. (2020). Standard & Poor’s (S&P). Retrieved from 

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/s/sp.asp

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/capital-iq.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/s/sp.asp
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When you log into Capital IQ, you will be automatically directed to the “My 

Capital IQ” menu bar

My Capital IQ



My Capital IQ
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Top Menu Bar: Contains all of Capital IQ’s 

main features, such as “Companies”, 

“Markets”, “Screening”, etc.

Left Menu Bar: Lists the functions 

associated with the selected “Top Menu 

Bar” item

Currently, the “My Capital IQ” top menu 

bar item is selected. Its associated 

functions include “Activity Logs”, “Comp 

Sets”, “Dashboard”, etc.



Key Functions
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Report Builder
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“My Capital IQ” “Report Builder”

Creates customized company reports based 

on the criteria you specify

Categories & Fields include basic company 

information, company financials, the latest 

filings/annual reports and company news 

articles

Report can be exported into PDF, Word or 

Excel formats



Report Builder
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Sample Apple Inc. Report generated by the Report Builder



Tearsheet
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“Companies” “Tearsheet”

The Tearsheet provides an overview of a 

Company’s basic information and key 

financial statistics:

o Number of Employees

o Year Founded

o Business Description

o Primary Industry Classification

o Stock Quote & Chart

o Total Revenue, EBITDA, Market Cap, 

Valuation Multiples, Total Debt, etc.



Tearsheet
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Sample Apple Inc. Tearsheet



Financials/Valuation
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 “Companies” “Financials/Valuation”

Detailed list of a Company’s financial 

information including:

o Key Stats

o Income Statement

o Balance Sheet

o Cash Flow Statement

o Valuation Multiples

o Financial Ratios

Data downloadable into Excel format



CIQ Estimates
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 “Companies” “Estimates” “CIQ 

Estimates”

Detailed list of Capital IQ’s financial 

estimates for a Company including:

o Target Price

o LT Growth Rate

o Industry Recommendation

o EPS

o Revenue

o EBITDA

o CAPEX

o Free Cash Flow



Quick Comps
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 “Companies” “Peer Analysis”

“Quick Comps”

Chart of comparable companies 

displaying their financial data, 

trading multiples, operating 

statistics, etc.

You can create your own “Comp 

Set” or “Add/Edit Display Columns”

Data downloadable into Excel 

format



Company Screening
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 “Screening” “Companies”

Filter for companies based on 

chosen criteria

Adding criteria:

1. Click on criteria link or search 

for criteria

2. Select criteria item from given 

menu items

3. Input criteria value & time 

frame

4. Click “Add Criteria”



Company Screening
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1.  Click on criteria link or search for criteria 



Company Screening
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2.  Select criteria from given menu items



Company Screening
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3.  Input criteria value & time frame

Companies with 

an ROE greater 

than 20% in 

Fiscal Year 2019



Company Screening
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4.  Click “Add Criteria”

26,464 companies 

match this criteria



Charting
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 “Charting” “Chart Builder”

Graph company and index metrics 

based on a certain time frame

Use “Compare” to add multiple 

companies/indices and graphically 

compare metrics

 Insert “Annotations”, such as 

“Dividends/Splits” & “Insider Trades”

Data downloadable in Excel format



Charting
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5-Year Returns: Apple Inc. vs. S&P 500


